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I. The Open Philanthropy Project



What is the Open Philanthropy Project?



Open Philanthropy Project Focus Areas
• US policy

• Global Catastrophic Risks

• Other Developing Interests



Why we choose biosecurity & pandemic 
preparedness



How we think about BPP. 
Where biosafety fits in.



II. Biosafety: 
Why it’s important. 

Ways to strengthen it.



Why biosafety is important to us



What happens when biosafety fails? 



“…575 shipments of 
incompletely inactivated 
Bacillus anthracis were 
sent to 194 laboratories 
and contractors around 
the world from 2004 
through 2015.” 





Growing importance of strong biosafety 
systems internationally



Growing importance of strong biosafety 
systems in the US and internationally



How can we strengthen biosafety? 
Opportunities and Challenges 



Strengthening Biosafety: 
International Norms & Standards 



Strengthening Biosafety: 
Data on Incidents & Near Misses



Strengthening Biosafety: 
Human Reliability and Best Practices



Strengthening Biosafety:
Stronger Biosafety Culture



How can we learn from biosafety to 
strengthen biosecurity?



III. Biosecurity & Pandemic 
Preparedness Strategy:

Initial Thinking



We’re developing our strategy for 
biosecurity & pandemic preparedness. 



Biosecurity and Pandemic Preparedness

Prevent Detect Cross-CuttingRespond

Manage Risks: 
Biotech Advances

Biosurveillance Reduce Global 
Catastrophic Risks

Diagnostics
Medical 

Countermeasures

Response 
Preparedness

Advocacy

Field Building

Threat Assessment

Manage Risks: Emerging 
Infectious Disease



Potential Focus Areas: Prevention



Potential Focus Areas: Prevention



“Nowhere are the stakes higher for our 
national security than in the field of 
biotechnology. 
Recent advances in genome editing that 
offer great potential for breakthroughs in 
public health are also cause for concern, 
because the same methods could be 
used to create genetically engineered 
biological-warfare agents.”

- CIA Director John Brennan



Potential Focus Areas: Prevention



Potential Focus Areas: Detection



Potential Focus Areas: Response



Potential Focus Areas: 
Reduce Global Catastrophic Risks



Potential Focus Areas: 
Advocacy 



Potential Focus Areas: Building the Field



IV. Summary



Summary




