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Prepared by the 2018 ABSA Local Arrangement Committee. This guide gathers touristic information to facilitate 

your search on what to do and where to go when not at the conference. Disclaimer: the LAC has not visited any of 

the places listed in this guide, and therefore may not be able to provide you with any recommendations. 

  



North Charleston Convention Center 
 

 

 

 



Charleston Downtown Attractions 

   



1. The Charleston Museum 
2. The Citadel Museum 
3. The City Hall Gallery 
4. The Confederate Museum 
5. Gibbes Museum 
6. Karpeles Manuscript 
Museum 
7. Postal Museum 
8. Aiken-Rhett House 
9. The Avery Research Center 
African-American History 
10. The College of Charleston 
11. Dock Street Theatre 
12. Edmondston-Alston House 
13. Heyward-Washington 
House 
14. Joseph Manigault House 
15. Nathaniel Russell House 
16. Old Exchange & Provost 
Dungeon 
17. South Carolina Historical 
Society 

18. The Powder 
Magazine 
19. Children's Museum 
of the Lowcountry 
20. Old Slave Mart 
Museum 
21. Washington Light 
Infantry 
Historic Churches 
22. Cathedral of the St. 
John the Baptist 
23. Cathedral of St. Luke 
& St. Paul 
24. Circular Congregation 
Church 
25. Congregation Beth 
Elohim 
23. Cathedral of St. Luke 
& St. Paul 
24. Circular Congregation 
Church 
25. Congregation Beth 
Elohim 

26. Emanuel A.M.F. 
Church 
27. First Baptist Church 
28. First (Scots) 
Presbyterian Church 
29. French Protestant 
(Huguenot) Church 
30. Mt. Zion A.M.F. 
Church 
31. The Old Bethel 
Methodist Church 
32. St. John's Lutheran 
Church 
33. St. Mary's Roman 
Catholic Church 
34. St. Matthew's 
Lutheran Church 
35. St. Michael's 
Episcopal Church 
36. St. Phillip's Episcopal 
Church 
37. The Second 
Presbyterian Church 

 

  



Popular Charleston and Vicinities Attractions [Distance from Convention Center] 

• South Carolina Aquarium [100 Aquarium Wharf – 9.4 miles] has over 50,000 animals. You can 

see a rare albino American alligator, get hands-on at the Touch Tank, marvel at the sharks in the 

Great Ocean Tank, come face-to-face with rays in the Shallows, or see the new state-of-the-art 

sea turtle hospital in the new Zucker Family Sea Turtle Recovery experience.  

• Charles Towne Landing State Historic Park [1500 Old Towne Rd – 5.9 miles] introduces visitors 

to the earliest colonial history of Charleston. Interact with hands-on exhibits in the Visitor 

Center, talk to knowledgeable staff members, and take an audio tour on the self-guided history 

trail. 

• Fort Sumter National Monument [Charleston Harbor – 9.4 miles to boat] is the site of America's 

most tragic conflict, where the first battle of the Civil War was waged between Union and 

Confederate forces on April 12, 1861. The fort is only accessible by boat. 

• Fort Moultrie (Part of Fort Sumter National Monument) [1214 Middle St, Sullivan’s Island – 

16.9 miles] is the site of America's most tragic conflict, where the first battle of the Civil War was 

waged between Union and Confederate forces on April 12, 1861. The fort is only accessible by 

boat. 

• Charles Pinkney National Historic Park [1254 Long Point Rd, Mt Pleasant – 15 miles]. This 

remnant of his coastal plantation is preserved to tell the story of a "founding father," his life of 

public service, the lives of enslaved African Americans on South Carolina Lowcountry plantations 

and their influences on Charles Pinckney.   
• Colonial Dorchester State Historic Park [300 State Park Rd, Summerville – 12.5 miles] Colonial 

Dorchester State Historic Site’s remarkably preserved archaeological remains give visitors a peek 

into the early history of colonial South Carolina. 

• Charleston City Market [Market St – 9.3 miles] is one of the nation's oldest public markets and 

the cultural heart of Charleston, home to more than 300 vibrant entrepreneurs and many 

restaurants.  

• Aiken-Rhett House [48 Elizabeth St – 8.7 miles] The house and its surviving furnishings offer a 

compelling portrait of urban life in antebellum Charleston, as well as a Southern politician, 

slaveholder and industrialist. 

• The Calhoun Mansion [16 Meeting St – 9.9 miles] is a baronial Italianate manor house, widely 

acclaimed as one of the great post Civil War homes on the Eastern Seaboard. It is Charleston’s 

Gilded Age Mansion. 

• The Edmondston-Alston House [21 East Battery – 11.4 miles]. The grand piazza provides 

incredible views of the Charleston harbor and the inside of the mansion is filled with 19th-

century furniture, paintings, silver and books that belonged to the Alston family. 

• The Heyward-Washington House [87 Church St – 9.8 miles] Built in 1772, this Georgian-style 

double house was the town home of Thomas Heyward, Jr., one of four South Carolina signers of 

the Declaration of Independence. The property features the only 1740s kitchen building open to 

the public in Charleston as well as formal gardens featuring plants commonly used in the South 

Carolina Lowcountry in the late 18th century. 

http://scaquarium.org/
https://southcarolinaparks.com/charles-towne-landing
https://www.nps.gov/fosu/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/fosu/learn/historyculture/fort_moultrie.htm
https://www.nps.gov/chpi/index.htm
https://southcarolinaparks.com/colonial-dorchester
http://www.thecharlestoncitymarket.com/
https://www.historiccharleston.org/house-museums/aiken-rhett-house/
http://www.calhounmansion.net/
http://www.edmondstonalston.com/
https://www.charlestonmuseum.org/historic-houses/heyward-washington-house/


• The Joseph Manigault House [350 Meeting St – 8.7 miles] One of Charleston's most exquisite 

antebellum structures, the Joseph Manigault House, built in 1803, reflects the urban lifestyle of 

a wealthy, rice-planting family and the enslaved African Americans who lived there.  

• The Nathaniel Russel House [51 Meeting St – 9.8 miles] is widely recognized as one of America's 

most important neoclassical dwellings. Today, the interiors are restored to their original 1808 

grandeur and surrounded by formal gardens. 

• Old Exchange & Provost Dungeon [122 East Bay St – 10.1 miles] Explore the location where 

pirates were once held and view a section of the 1698 fortification that once protected the 

Walled City. Completed in 1771 as the New Exchange and Customs House, where Patriots were 

imprisoned, the Constitution was ratified and George Washington was entertained. 

• The Powder Magazine [79 Cumberland St – 9.5 miles] The only public building still standing in 

the Carolinas from the period of the Lords Proprietors, this was the site where powder was 

stored for the defense of the city during the 17th century to the period of the American 

Revolution.   

• McLeod Plantation Historic Site [325 Country Club Dr – 9.9 miles] established in 1851, is an 

important 37-acre Gullah/Geechee heritage site that has been carefully preserved in recognition 

of its cultural and historical significance. The grounds include a riverside outdoor pavilion, a 

sweeping oak allée, and the McLeod Oak, which is thought to be more than 600 years old.   

• Magnolia Plantation & Garden [3550 Ashley River Rd – 10.4 miles] has magnificent views of the 

sunset on the ocean. La Jolla cove is a spectacular natural setting with restaurants and shops 

nearby.  

• Drayton Hall [3380 Ashley River Rd – 10.5 miles] Founded in 1738, Drayton Hall is the nation's 

earliest example of fully executed Palladian architecture and the oldest preserved plantation 

house in America still open to the public.  

• Middleton Place House Museum [4300 Ashley River Rd - 14 miles] The historic preservation 

work and interpretation of history at Middleton Place focuses on major contributions of the 

Middleton family as well as the enslaved Africans and African Americans who lived and worked 

here. 

  

http://www.charlestonmuseum.org/historic-houses/joseph-manigault-house/
https://www.historiccharleston.org/house-museums/nathaniel-russell-house/
http://www.oldexchange.org/
http://www.powdermag.org/index.php
http://www.midway.org/
http://www.magnoliaplantation.com/
http://www.draytonhall.org/
https://www.middletonplace.org/


Charleston Shopping 

• Tanger Outlet [4840 Tanger Outlet Blvd - 0.8 miles] Experience head-turning style and incredible 

savings on over 85 brands like Saks Fifth OFF 5TH, American Eagle, Ann Taylor, Banana Republic 

Factory, Michael Kors and more. 

• Northwoods Mall [2070 Sam Rittenberg Blvd – 6.7 miles] Charleston's largest shopping mall, 

Northwoods features more than 130 fashion-forward retailers like American Eagle Outfitters, 

New York & Company, Victoria's Secret and Express Men. Mall anchors include department 

favorites like Sears, JCPenney, Dillard's, Books-A-Million and Belk. A food court and other on-site 

dining options such as Olive Garden and Jason's Deli provide the fuel necessary for successful 

shopping. The mall also has a 13-screen movie theater..  

• Citadel Mall [2070 Sam Rittenberg Blvd – 6.7 miles] Find great retailers like Belk, Dillard's, Sears 

& Target, over 60 specialty stores, restaurants & IMAX theatre. Shop Bath & Body Work, 

Journeys, LOFT and more.  

• Charleston City Market [Market St – 9.3 miles] is one of the nation's oldest public markets and 

the cultural heart of Charleston, home to more than 300 vibrant entrepreneurs and many 

restaurants.  

• King Street [Downtown – 8.3 miles] The main artery of downtown, King Street is the 

thoroughfare where Charleston's past and present meet. Chic and edgy boutiques mingle with 

grande dame hotels and multi-generation owned local businesses. Antique shops from the 

1920s are steps away from the ever-changing restaurant and sophisticated cocktail scene. 

  

https://www.tangeroutlet.com/charleston/stores
https://www.citadelmall.net/
https://www.citadelmall.net/
http://www.thecharlestoncitymarket.com/
https://www.charlestonsfinest.com/sc/exclusking.htm


Restaurants around Charleston Convention Center 

 

 

 



  

 

Palmtree Grille: Steaks, chops & seafood are served at this Embassy Suites Hotel eatery with a casual 

ambiance (5055 International Blvd) 

Bonefish Grill: Contemporary grill chain offering a seafood-centric menu, plus steaks & cocktails (5041 
International Blvd) 

Community Pizza House: Busting, casual restaurant & bar serving wood-fired pies, salads, pasta dishes 
& a variety of beer (2400 Gap Rd) 

Manny's Mediterranean Café: Greek comfort food in a mini-chain family-friendly grill & sports bar with 
TV screens at each booth (3032 W Montague Ave #201) 

Taste Of Tokyo: Easygoing, modern eatery offering self-serve Japanese staples, such as teppanyaki & 
sushi rolls (3032 W Montague Ave #204) 

Panera Bread: Counter-serve bakery/cafe chain serving sandwiches, salads & more, known for its bread 
& free WiFi (5070 International Blvd) 

Thai Palm Restaurant: Spiced-to-order Thai plates, including noodles & curries, offered in this snug 
strip-center eatery (4958 Centre Pointe Dr #103) 

Fatz Café: Southern restaurant chain serving steaks, seafood, pastas & more in casual environs with a 
full bar (4951 Centre Pointe Dr) 

Buffalo Wild Wings: Lively sports-bar chain dishing up wings & other American pub grub amid lots of 
large-screen TVs (4959 Centre Pointe Dr #104) 

Mellow Mushroom: Funky, art-filled chain pizzeria featuring craft beer, calzones & creative stone-baked 
pizzas (4855 Tanger Outlet Blvd) 

Big Billy's Burger Joint: Relaxed eatery offering creative & customizable burgers, plus shakes, salads & 
sandwiches (5070 International Blvd) 

Jim 'N Nick's Bar-B-Q: Laid-back chain known for slow-cooked BBQ & cheese biscuits, plus burgers, 
salads & classic sides (6927, 4964 Centre Pointe Dr) 



Sesame Burgers & Beer: Gourmet burgers with a long list of available toppings plus gluten-free, 
vegetarian & vegan options (4726 Spruill Ave) 

Istanbul Shish Kabob Buffet (halal): Middle Eastern (4940 Centre Pointe Dr Suite C) 

Cowboy Brazilian Steakhouse: Brazilian (2411 Mall Dr) 

Sweetgrass Restaurant and Porch: Relaxed, modern option in the Crowne Plaza Hotel featuring 
Southern cuisine, cocktails & wine (4831 Tanger Outlet Blvd) 

Charleston House of Pizza: Pizzeria with an old-school diner feel & chrome exterior offering pies, pasta 
dishes & sandwiches (5031 Dorchester Rd) 

Seasons of Japan: Contemporary counter-serve eatery with a simple selection of hibachi-style Japanese 
fare & sushi (4948 Centre Pointe Dr #105) 

Chili's Grill & Bar: Family-friendly chain serving classic Tex-Mex & American fare in a Southwestern-style 
setting (5274 International Blvd) 

SportsBook of Charleston: Airy, contemporary pub featuring 30+ flatscreen TVs for sports & classic 
American comfort food (4950 Centre Pointe Dr #166) 

The CODfather, Proper Fish & Chips: Huge filets of fish ’n’ chips constitute the entire menu at this 
unassuming British specialist (4254 Spruill Ave) 

Cicis: Italian chain offering buffets with an array of specialty pizzas, plus simple pastas & salads (4950 
Centre Pointe Dr Ste 160) 

Iron Dog Diner: American classics like meatloaf are bumped up a notch in this homey setup with 
minimalist décor (4245 Rivers Ave) 

My Three Sons of Charleston: Unassuming eatery offering down-home fare, including seafood platters, 
plus burgers & sandwiches (1910 E Montague Ave) 

Sake House Japanese Sushi & Hibachi Restaurant: Family-friendly Japanese spot featuring sushi, hibachi 
cooking tables & a lengthy sake selection (4952 Centre Pointe Dr #112) 

Moe's Southwest Grill: Counter-serve chain dishing up Southwestern staples from burritos to nachos in 
lively environs (4948 Centre Point Drive #101) 

Red Lobster: Lively chain restaurant serving American seafood standards amid New England-themed 
décor (2460 Mall Dr) 

Golden Corral: Family-friendly buffet chain featuring all-you-can-eat American fare, plus salad & dessert 
bars (4968 Centre Pointe Dr) 

La Hacienda Mexican Restaurant: Casual Mexican chain serving a lengthy menu of homestyle dishes in a 
cheery setting (5070 International Blvd #121) 

 

  



Restaurants Downtown Charleston (Top ratings - $$$ & $$$$) 

Magnolias: Southern - A refined take on traditional Southern cooking, served in a warm, sophisticated 
environment (185 E Bay St) 

Hank's Seafood Restaurant: Seafood - Bustling eatery & bar serving up seafood, including raw-bar 
items, in a grand, classic setting (10 Hayne St) 

Circa 1886 Restaurant: Fine Dining - Romantic pick with a seasonal & local menu of elevated Lowcountry 
cuisine plus extensive wine list (149 Wentworth St) 

Slightly North of Broad Restaurant: Fine Dining - Modern Southern & Lowcountry cuisine served in an 
airy, 18th-century warehouse (192 E Bay St) 

FIG: American - Elevated takes on Southern classics with seasonal ingredients served in an upscale-bistro 
setting (232 Meeting St)  

Peninsula Grill: Southern - Renowned hotel eatery serving elevated Southern fare in a roomy, posh 
space (112 N Market St) 

Blossom: Seafood - Stylish eatery serving simple yet inspired Lowcountry dishes plus wood-fired pizzas 
& small plates (171 E Bay St) 

Charleston Grill: Fine Dining - Opulent hotel destination for upscale Southern-French dishes plus wine 
pairings (224 King St) 

Anson Restaurant: American - Stylish Southern coastal fixture with a full bar & wine list uses carefully 
sourced ingredients (12 Anson St) 

167 Raw: Seafood - Cozy, casual seafood eatery serving oysters, lobster rolls, fish tacos, ceviche & more 
(289 E Bay St) 

Grill 225: Steak - Fine-dining chophouse in the Market Pavilion Hotel featuring handpicked cuts & a big 
wine list (225 E Bay St) 

Zero Restaurant + Bar: New American - Upscale hotel eatery creating seasonal New American cuisine & 
craft cocktails (0 George St) 

Burwell's Stone Fire Grill: Prime Steak & Fresh Seafood - Refined American & steakhouse fare offered in 
elegant, contemporary accommodations (14 N Market St) 

Ruth's Chris Steak House: Steak - Outpost of upmarket steakhouse chain known for sizzling, butter-
topped beef in an elegant setting (55 S Market St) 

High Cotton Charleston Restaurant: Southern - Refined eatery with daily live music & Lowcountry fare 
cooked using ingredients from nearby farms (199 E Bay St) 

5Church Charleston: New American - Posh New American dining destination & cocktail bar in a former 
church with dramatic décor (32B, N Market St) 

Fulton Five: Italian - Italian fine dining against an intimate, white-tablecloth backdrop & romantic 
atmosphere (1920, 5 Fulton St) 

Élevé at The Grand Bohemian Hotel Charleston: Seafood-centric fine American dining & reimagined 
cocktails in a polished space & rooftop lounge (55 Wentworth St) 

  



Restaurants Downtown Charleston (Top ratings - $ & $$) 

Fleet Landing Restaurant & Bar: Seafood - Southern seafood staples served in sleek, light-filled quarters, 
with a patio overlooking the water (186 Concord St} 

Mellow Mushroom: Pizza - Funky, art-filled chain pizzeria featuring craft beer, calzones & creative 
stone-baked pizzas (309 King St) 

Cru Café: Refined takes on American comfort food are served in this charming, historic house with a 
porch (18 Pinckney St) 

Lowcountry Bistro: Southern - Homey eatery with exposed wood beams serving seasonal, locally 
sourced Southern comfort food (49 S Market St) 

Pawpaw - Southern Plates: Southern - Handmade pastas, Southern-inflected entrees & local wines in a 
stately brick & wood decked space (209 E Bay St) 

Amen Street Fish & Raw Bar: Seafood - Bustling spot for refined seafood dishes, served in clubby, brick-
walled environs, with a bar (205 E Bay St) 

Oyster House: Seafood - Industrial seafood fixture in a former warehouse with a raw bar, craft cocktails 
& an outdoor patio (35 S Market St) 

Poogan's Smokehouse: Southern - Industrial-chic hot spot serving locally sourced, traditional Southern 
BBQ & stylish cocktails (188 E Bay St #201) 

Le Farfalle: Italian - Bright & airy neighborhood osteria for thoughtfully sourced, reimagined Italian 
cuisine & cocktails (15 Beaufain St) 

Tommy Condon's Restaurant: Irish Pub - Nothing-fancy, family-friendly spot combining Irish pub with 
Lowcountry seafood & live music (160 Church St) 

Hyman's Seafood: Seafood - Vast seafood spot & deli spread over most of a city block in buildings that 
date back to the 1890s (215 Meeting St) 

Leyla Fine Lebanese Cuisine: Lebanese - Kebabs, meze & other Lebanese dishes are served in an 
upscale-casual storefront with subtle décor (298 King St) 

Jestine's Kitchen: Southern - Old-school eatery serving fried chicken, gumbo & other Southern classics in 
a cozy storefront (251 Meeting St) 

Charleston Crab House: Seafood - Casual eatery with a convivial atmosphere, serving a crab-heavy 
menu of classic seafood dishes (41 S Market St) 

Pizzeria Di Giovanni: Pizza - Pizza shop serving New York-style pies, catering to a late-night crowd till 3 
AM Fridays/Saturdays (40 N Market St) 

The Watch Rooftop Kitchen and Spirits: Southern - Place for cocktails, views & Southern-accented New 
American fare at the top of a chic hotel (79 Wentworth St) 

  



Breweries near Convention Center 

• Rusty Bull Brewery: 3005 W Montague Ave (0.6 miles) 

• Holy City Brewing: 4155 Dorchester Rd (2.2 miles) 

Downtown Charleston Breweries (Best Ratings) 

• Palmetto Brewing: 289 Huger St 

• Revelry Brewing: 10 Conroy St 

• Cooper River Brewing: 2201B Mechanic St 

• Munkle Brewing Co.: 1513 Meeting St Rd 

• Fatty’s Beer Works: 1436 Meeting St Rd 
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