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Professional Development Courses

Basic Level Courses
For those new to the profession or need training in a particular topic.

Friday, October 12, 2018, 8:00 am 5:00 pm
1. Basic Risk Assessment
Chad Austin, PhD, University of Texas Health Science Center—Houston, Houston, TX
Anne Sophie Brocard, PhD, RBP, CBSP, University of Texas Medical Branch—Galveston, Galveston, TX
Brandon Hatcher, PhD, GlaxoSmithKline, Vaccines R&D, Rockville, MD
Elizabeth Weirich, MS, CBSP, SM(NRCM), Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Atlanta, GA

Objectives:

Suggested Background:
Target Audience:

Friday, October 12, 2018, 8:00 am 5:00 pm
3. Shipping Infectious Substances Certification Course
Eric Cook, MPH, CBSP, Sandia National Laboratories, Albuquerque, NM

Objectives:

Suggested Background:
Target Audience:

Saturday, October 13, 2018, 8:00 am 5:00 pm (Basic/Intermediate)
8. Laboratory Facility Programming and Design Best Practices
William Arndt, PhD, Sandia National Laboratories, Albuquerque, NM
Vibeke Halkjaer Knudsen, PhD, Sandia National Laboratories, Albuquerque, NM
Jeffrey Owens, MPH, CBSP, SM(NRCM), CSP, Assoc. AIA, HDR, Inc., Atlanta, GA



Objectives:

Suggested Background:
Target Audience:

Saturday, October 13, 2018, 8:00 am 12:00 pm
10. Introduction to Biosafety in the Clinical Setting
Daniel Eisenman, PhD, RBP, CBSP, SM(NRCM), Advarra, Research Triangle Park, NC
Jamie Chalfin, BA, CCRP, Advarra, Cincinnati, OH

BMBL

Objectives:

Suggested Background:
Target Audience:

Saturday, October 13, 2018, 8:00 am 12:00 pm
11. How to Respond to Emergency Scenarios in Biocontainment Laboratories
David Harbourt, PhD, RBP, CBSP, SM(NRCM), US Army Medical Research Institute of Infectious Disease, Fort Detrick, MD
David Cooke, MAIS, MAEM, Federal Law Enforcement Training Centers, Glynco, GA



Objectives:

Suggested Background:
Target Audience:

Saturday, October 13, 2018, 1:00 pm 5:00 pm (Basic/Intermediate)
12. An Evolving Culture: Biorisk Management in Clinical Laboratories
Danielle Daniely, PhD, RBP, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Atlanta, GA
Drew Fayram, MS, HLI, University of Iowa Research Park, Coralville, IA
Natasha Griffith, MS, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Atlanta, GA
Elizabeth Weirich, MS, CBSP, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Atlanta, GA

Objectives:

Suggested Background:

Target Audience:

Sunday, October 14, 2018, 8:00 am 12:00 pm
21. ABSL 2 on the Farm
Delena Mazzetti, MPH, RBP, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
Brandy Nelson, MS, CBSP, SM(NRCM), University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY

Objectives:

Suggested Background:
Target Audience:



Sunday, October 14, 2018, 8:00 am 12:00 pm
22. Conducting Institution Biosafety and Security Inspections
James Blaine, PhD, James Blaine, Ltd., Atlanta, GA

Objectives:

Suggested Background:
Target Audience:

Intermediate Level Courses
For those with basic knowledge or would like to learn more.

Friday, October 12, 2018, 8:00 am 5:00 pm
2. Animal Research + Biocontainment Facilities: Planning, Design, and Operation
Michael Clements, MBA, PE, WorkingBuildings, Atlanta, GA
Sarah Ziegler, PhD, RBP, Sarah Ziegler Consulting, San Antonio, TX
Jeffrey Zynda, Perkins and Will, Boston, MA

Objectives:

Suggested Background:
Target Audience:



Friday, October 12, 2018, 8:00 am 5:00 pm
4. The Essentials of Health and Safety at the Boundaries of Biosafety
Bruce Brown, DrPH CBSP, University of Texas—Southwestern Medical Center, Dallas, TX
Robert Emery, DrPH, CBSP, University of Texas Health Science Center—Houston, Houston, TX
Scott Patlovich, DrPH CBSP, University of Texas Health Science Center—Houston, Houston, TX

Objectives:

Suggested Background:
Target Audience:

Saturday, October 13, 2018, 8:00 am 5:00 pm
6. Emerging Technologies in Agricultural and Plant Sector: Biosafety and Biosecurity Challenges

and Risk Management
Aparupa Sengupta, PhD, University of California—Merced, Merced, CA
Luis Alberto Ochoa Carrera, MS, Institute for Epidemiological Diagnosis and Reference (InDRE), Mexico City, Mexico

Objectives:

Suggested Background:
Target Audience:

Saturday, October 13, 2018, 8:00 am 5:00 pm
7. Keeping it Going: Maintaining and Improving a Select Agent Program Over the Long Term
Amy Vogler, PhD, RBP, Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff, AZ
Shelley Jones, MS, RBP, Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff, AZ



Objectives:

Suggested Background:
Target Audience:

Saturday, October 13, 2018, 8:00 am 5:00 pm
9. Gene Editing and Risk Assessment: Application to IBC Protocol Review
Jessica McCormick Ell, PhD, RBP, CBSP, SM(NRCM), Rutgers University, Newark, NJ

Objectives:

Suggested Background:
Target Audience:

Saturday, October 13, 2018, 1:00 pm 5:00 pm
13. Case Studies in Biocontainment Emergencies
David Harbourt, PhD, RBP, CBSP, SM(NRCM), US Army Medical Research Institute of Infectious Disease, Fort Detrick, MD

How to Respond to Emergency Scenarios in Biocontainment
Laboratories

Objectives:

Suggested Background:

Target Audience:



Sunday, October 14, 2018, 8:00 am 5:00 pm
15. Integrating Biosecurity into Biorisk Management Systems: A Threat Assessment Scenario driven

Approach
Ryan Burnette, PhD, Merrick and Company, Greenwood Village, CO
Don Callihan, PhD, Merrick and Company, Greenwood Village, CO
Lauren Richardson, DVM, Merrick and Company, Greenwood Village, CO
Chuck Tobin, CTM, At Risk International, Boca Raton, FL

Objectives:

Suggested Background:
Target Audience:

Sunday, October 14, 2018, 8:00 am 5:00 pm
16. Engineering For The Biosafety Professional Part II
Brynte Johnson, MS, RBP, CBSP, SM(NRCM), World BioHazTec Corporation, Rockville, MD
Juan Osorio, IE, World BioHazTec, Rockville, MD

Objectives:

Suggested Background:
Target Audience:



Sunday, October 14, 2018, 8:00 am 5:00 pm
17. Pathogen Inactivation Methods for Laboratory Applications
Christopher Sieradzki, PhD, RBP, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Atlanta, GA
Eduardo Gomez, PhD, RBP, CBSP, SM(NRCM), Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Atlanta, GA

Objectives:

Suggested Background:
Target Audience:

Sunday, October 14, 2018, 8:00 am 5:00 pm
18. Articulating the Value of Your Biosafety Program
Robert Emery, DrPH, CBSP, University of Texas Health Science Center—Houston, Houston, TX
Scott Patlovich, DrPH CBSP, University of Texas Health Science Center—Houston, Houston, TX

Objectives:

Suggested Background:
Target Audience:

Sunday, October 14, 2018, 8:00 am 12:00 pm
19. Practical Biosafety and Infection Control Considerations for Human Gene Transfer Studies
Edward David, MPH, RBP, Celgene Corporation, San Diego, CA



Objectives:

Suggested Background:
Target Audience:

Sunday, October 14, 2018, 8:00 am 12:00 pm
20. Risk Assessment Considerations for Cutting Edge Fluorescent Microscopy Techniques: Intersection

of Laser and Biosafety
Jennifer Goodnight, MS, CPH, ASP, EMT B, Howard Hughes Medical Institute, Ashburn, VA
Larry Mendoza, MS, RBP, Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond, VA

Objectives:

Suggested Background:
Target Audience:

Sunday, October 14, 2018, 1:00 pm 5:00 pm
23. Gene Editing, Logic Gates, and Synthetic Biology in Human Gene Transfer
Daniel Kavanagh, PhD, WIRB Copernicus Group, Brookline, MA

Objectives:

Suggested Background:
Target Audience:



Sunday, October 14, 2018, 1:00 pm 5:00 pm
26. Promoting Biosafety and Biosecurity Through Effective Governance
Kathryn Harris, PhD, RBP, National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, MD
Michelle McKinney, MS, CBSP, National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, MD
Kevin Ramkissoon, PhD, National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, MD

Objectives:

Suggested Background:
Target Audience:

Advanced Level Courses
For those with experience or are looking for a challenging course.

Saturday, October 13, 2018, 8:00 am 5:00 pm
5. Advance BSL 3 Facility Operations
Miguel Grimaldo, University of Texas Medical Branch, Galveston, TX
J. Paul Jennette, MS, PE, RBP, CBSP, Cornell Universtiy College of Veterinary Medicine, Ithaca, NY
John Henneman, MS, RBP, Kansas State University, Manhattan, KS

Objectives:

Suggested Background:

Target Audience:



Sunday, October 14, 2018, 8:00 am 5:00 pm
14. Advanced Topics in Biocontainment Challenges in Agriculture Research
Nick Chaplinski, MS, RBP, USDA Agricultural Research Service, Athens, GA
Susan Harper, DVM, DACLAM, DACVPM, USDA Agricultural Research Service, Beltsville, MD
Joseph Kozlovac, MS, RBP, CBSP, SM(NRCM), USDA Agricultural Research Service, Beltsville, MD
Kirk Martin, DPM, CBSP, USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, Riverdale, MD

Objectives:

Suggested Background:
Target Audience:

Sunday, October 14, 2018, 1:00 pm 5:00 pm
24. HVAC Systems to Enhance BSL 3 Facility Performance
Daniel Frasier, PE, CCP, Cornerstone Commissioning, Inc., Boxford, MA
Daniel Cook, LEED AP, Cornerstone Commissioning, Inc., Exeter, NH

Objectives:

Suggested Background:
Target Audience:

Sunday, October 14, 2018, 1:00 pm 5:00 pm
25. International Biocontainment Challenges (Intermediate/Advanced)
Jeffrey Owens, MPH, CBSP, SM(NRCM), CSP, Assoc. AIA, HDR, Inc., Atlanta, GA
Natasha Griffith, MS, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Atlanta, GA
Vibeke Halkjaer Knudsen, Sandia Natiional Laboratories, Albuquerque, NM
William Arndt, PhD, Sandia National Laboratories, Albuquerque, NM



Objectives:

Suggested Background:
Target Audience:

Opening Reception



Scientific Program

Monday, October 15, 2018

Session I Arnold G. WedumMemorial Lecture Award

Session II Emergency Response

Session III Public Health

Robert I. Gross Student Award & Lecture

Session IV Poster Session
Presenters must be available during the session.

Session V Polio



Session VI Focus on High Containment Biosafety

Coxiella Burnettii

Bacillus
anthracis

Session VII Regulatory

Members’ Business Meeting
Door prizes will be awarded—must be present to win.

Tuesday, October 16, 2018

Session VIII Griffin Lecture Award

Session IX Biosafety Hot Topics



Session X Eagleson Lecture Award

Session XI Poster Session
Presenters must be available during the session.

Session XII Behavior Enhancing Compliance

Session XIII Training

Banquet at the USS Yorktown

Wednesday, October 17, 2018

Session XIV Invited Speaker

Coffee Break

Session XV Richard Knudsen Award



Session XVI Biosafety ProgramManagement

Honor Awards and Special Recognition Luncheon

Session XVII Biosafety Issues Associated with the Use of Laboratory Animals for Studying Emerging
or Re emerging Infectious Pathogens

Session XVIII Agent Inactivation

Session XIV Equipment in the Lab

Close of Conference
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GENERAL BIOSAFETY
Serves as a starting template 
for Biosafety Professionals

ANIMAL BIOSAFETY
Videos describing the 
procedures animal handlers 
should follow when working at 
ABSL-1, -2, or -3

BLOODBORNE
PATHOGENS
Starting point for 
administrators creating a BBP 
Exposure Control Program

Share your biosafety resources!

A BSA I n t e r n a t i o n a l
T r a i n i n g  T o o l s / R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e .

ABSA International’s Training Tools/Resources Committee is 
soliciting submissions via the ABSA International website.
Our goal is to provide tools, templates, and resources to 
those who provide training in biosafety or closely-related 
areas.

You may contribute by:

1. Sending us resources you are willing to share 
here. These can be placed on the public site for full 
access or on the members-only area for access only by 
ABSA members. Your content will be reviewed prior to 
posting.

2. Letting us know what types of resources you 
might find useful. The Training Tools/Resources 
Committee will gather suggestions and look into what 
resources are currently available as well as make 
recommendations for development of appropriate tools.

3. Submitting feedback with the user evaluation form 
for each resource you use.

WWW.ABSA.ORGABSA International, 1200 Allanson Road, Mundelein, IL 60060-3808 
Phone: 1-866-425-1385 (toll free) Fax: 847-566-4580   E-mail: info@absa.org

AVA I L A B L E
R E S O U R C E S



ABSA International launched the Biosafety Buyer’s Guide to connect supplier partners with members and biosafety
professionals. The Guide features biosafety and biosecurity related companies, services, and consultants. The Biosafety Buyer’s 
Guide offers biosafety professionals easy access to ABSA International’s partners’ products and services. The Guide offers 
Basic Listings (company contact information), Highlighted Listings (company contact information and logo), and Banner Ads. 
Listings and Banners are posted for 12 months. 

Categories

• Architects
• Biocontainment
• Biodecontamination
• Biosafety Cabinets
• Biosafety Consultants
• Certifiers
• Decontamination
• Engineers
• Lab Equipment
• Modular Laboratories
• Monitoring
• Packaging and Shipping
• Personal Protective Equipment
• Software
• Sterilization
• Training
• Veterinary
• Waste Management

To add your products or services to the Biosafety Buyer’s Guide, contact Karen Savage at karen@absaoffice.org.

Download an application at http://biosafetybuyersguide.org/pdf/ABSA_BiosafetyBuyersGuideApplication.pdf.

ABSA International • 1200 Allanson Road • Mundelein, IL 60060-3808

866-425-1385 • Fax 847-566-4580 • info@absa.org • www.absa.org

Biosafety Buyer’s Guide
www.biosafetybuyersguide.org 

The Association for Biosafety and Biosecurity




