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A Brief History
2014-2017 

National 
Biosafety 

Stewardship 
Month facilitated 
by the National 

Institutes of 
Health (NIH)and 
Department of 

Health and 
Human Services 

(DHHS)

2018 
Biosafety Month 

transitions to 
ABSA 

International

2019
Shift to Biosafety 
and Biosecurity 

Month
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2019 Theme Goals

• Increase the visibility of biosafety and biosecurity 
professionals in our workplace and community

• Highlight the multidimensional nature of the biosafety and 
biosecurity profession

• Define how biosafety and biosecurity are more than 
compliance

• Advocate for the education, training, and support of the 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) 
fields
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2019 Theme Goals

• Promote biosafety as a scientific discipline
• Support STEM students’ awareness and interest in the 

profession through outreach and interactions at all 
educational levels

• Foster dialogue, transparency, and education in work 
involving biological materials with all stakeholders
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Promotional Materials

• Webpage on the ABSA Site

• Graphics

• Letter to Researchers

• Promotional Contest

• E-blast Updates with Videos
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Biosafety and 
Biosecurity 

Month 
Highlights
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Biosafety and 
Biosecurity 

Month 
Highlights
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Why does visibility matter?
• Do your friends, family, and colleagues know and 

understand what you do in your profession?

• Are you involved in more than your day-to-day 
job duties at your institution?

• Do you have buy-in from senior administration?

• If they don’t know, it can drive fear, uncertainty, 
confusion, and decrease researcher's likelihood 
of seeking out your assistance and feedback.
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Why Visibility Matters to Me

• Hired as the Biosafety Officer (BSO) at my institution in 
2017

• Over 30,000 people at my institution (students, staff, faculty)
• Also many partnerships with local businesses

• Two important questions to tackle:
• How will people know who I am at my institution and as my 

peers at other institutions?
• Where do I start and what do I need?
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Strategies for Increasing Visibility in the 
Workplace and Community

• Get involved
• Committees outside of your unit
• Professional organizations

• Volunteer your time
• Be of service to your workplace and community

• Communication
• Newsletters, regular e-mail and website updates
• Casual conversations, saying hi
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Strategies for Increasing Visibility in the 
Workplace and Community
• Promote the biosafety and biosecurity profession

• Discuss the profession with potentially interested individuals
• Don’t be a know-it-all

• Listen, learn, and discuss
• Speak in front of an audience

• Here I am today!
• Create a video!
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Thank you!
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